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Tathagata Shakyamuni(Shakyamuni Buddha)

The founder of Buddhism, Shakyamuni was a prince of Shakya clan which ruled a small kingdom within ancient
India. His given name was Siddhartha Gautama and he had a wife and child. The statue of Tathagata
Shakyamuni represents Shakyamuni after he became awakened or Enlightened.

<Features>

A distinguishing feature is the spiral hair called rahotsu in Japanese. The figure is portrayed without any
ornaments. The statue generally represents Shakyamuni as he is delivering a Dharma (teaching) sermon.
Additionally, there are also statues representing His birth, practicing ascetics, struggling against the devil,

and attaining Nirvana (Enlightenment). © HRUBH
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Tathagata Vairocana(Vairocana Buddha)

The Sanskrit term “Vairocana” means “the Luminous One”. Tathagata Vairocana is the Buddha
that rules the sun. Although Shakyamuni awakened to the truth and preached it as the Buddha
Dharma (the teaching or truth), the truth itself is Tathagata Vairocana.

© BHOBH
<Features> e

There are many portrayals of Shakyamuni Buddha depicted on the lotus pedestal and halo. This represents that the Shakyamuni
Buddha is preaching to the world. Generally, Tathagata Vairocana’ s right hand is shown with a symbolic positioning of the
fingers called Semu-in (mudra for bestowing fearlessness), and the left hand is depicted with the fingers in a Yogan-in
(wish-granting mudra).
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Tathagata Mahavairocana(Mahavairocana Buddha)

Tathagata Mahavairocana is an evolved form of the Tathagata Vairocana that rules the sun. The Sanskrit
term “Mahavairocana” means “Great Sun”. It is believed that every living things were born from the
Tathagata Mahavairocana and other Buddhas including the Tathagata Shakyamuni were his incarnation.

<Features> © BHRU B3
Tathagata Mahavairocana wears ornaments and a jeweled crown. This statue does not have the spiral hair called rahotsu, but
the hair is flowing in an upward fashion. Tathagata Mahavairocana’ s hands are shown in the Chiken-in (knowledge-fist mudra) in
the Diamond World (Skt. vajradhatu, Jpn. kongdkai) and makes Jo-in (meditation mudra) in the Womb or Matrix World (Skt.
garbhadhatu, Jpn. taizokai).

PEI3HBEINR

BBOFEAZFH DO LN SEEBFIR EENIMREBVLVE T AHREELORETY . [FEHERIEL]Z
IBEX2H5DALBHFELICEFTNDEHNTEDESNLLERD SEMENTVET,

<45E>
Ry @ U < EEfmlE—t0o D T A A& RIS U < [FBIMEE EHENDEITY .

Amida Buddha
Tathagata Amitayus(Buddha of Immeasurable Life)
Tathagata Amitabha(Buddha of Immeasurable Light)

It is said that Amida Buddha has immeasurable life and light, therefore, Amida is called Tathagata
Amitayus (Buddha of Immeasurable Life) as well as the Tathagata Amitabha (Buddha of Immeasurable
Light) and is recognized as the Buddha of the Western Pure Land of Bliss. All people who recite the name of Amida Buddha
(“Namu Amida Butsu”) can be born into the Pure Land. Amida Buddha is widely worshipped by people.

O HFUSH

<Features>

Just like the statues of Tathagata Shakyamuni, Amida Buddha is shown without any ornaments. A distinguishing feature is the
symbolic finger gestures called Ra/go-in (mudra of coming to welcome the deceased) or Sesshu Fusha-in (mudra of grasping and
never abandoning).
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Tathagata Bhaisajyaguru(Medicine Buddha)

The founder of the Eastern Pure Land of Lapis Lazuli. Tathagata Bhaisajyaguru established the
Twelve Great Vows for all sentient beings to heal their diseases and satisfy their food, clothing and
housing needs and fulfills people’ s wishes during living lifetime. This Buddha provides us benefits

and peace in this world.
©BHUSH

<Features>

This statue holds a gallipot with the left hand and positions the third finger of right hand forward. The statue is not depicted
with any other ornaments. However, most Tathagata Bhaisajyaguru statues that were created before the Nara Period
(710-794) do not have a gallipot. Therefore, it may be a bit difficult to distinguish the Tathagata Bhaisajyaguru from the
Tathagata Shakyamuni.
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Acalanatha(Immovable Wisdom King)

Acalanatha is said to be an assumed name of Shiva in Hindu mythology and means “Immovable Guardian”. Shiva is a deification of
the power of storms; destructive disasters and grace to grow plants. With both destructive and graceful natures, Acalanatha makes
obstacles surrender through anger and always protects and watches over all Buddhist practitioners.

<Features>

Many statues of Acalanatha are often depicted as a short and pudgy child with somewhat angry facial expressions. The right eye
directs the heavens, and the left eye directs the earth (Jpn. 7enchigen ). The fang emerging from the right side of the mouth also
oversees the world above and the fang on the left side oversees the earth below (Jpn. Gajogeshutsu). The statue also has a fire halo
and holds a sword and rope called kenjaku. The sword represents the sharpness of Tathagata Mahavairocana’ s wisdom, and the
kenjaku rope captures one’ s worldly passions or self-centered calculations and rectifies the evil heart.
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