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Message
Jrom
Mr. Phan Wannamethee
President of The World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB)

— I\ T~—

On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, it is indeed a great honour and privilege for me
to offer my warmest and sincere congratulations to the Japan Buddhist Federation (JBF) on its 50th
Anniversary of the Founding of the Federation.

Since its inception in B.E. 2500 (1957), the Japan Buddhist Federation being the sole Japanese
Representative to the World Fellowship of Buddhists, has worked actively within the WFB. It has
hosted the WFB General Conference twice; once in 1952 and again in 1978. In the midst of the
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of its Founding, the Japan Buddhist Federation hosted the
WEFB Executive Council Meeting and the 24th WEFB General Conference in Tokyo in B.E. 2551 (2008).
It was our pleasure to share the recognition among the conference participants that the Japan
Buddhist Federation is the WEFB Regional Centre in Japan working for mutual understanding of all
Buddhists around the world.

During the past 50 years, the Japan Buddhist Federation has rendered valuable service to
mankind in. promoting living according to Buddha Dhamma. Many of its activities are worth
appreciating and highly commending.

Especially, it cooperated with the World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB) in the Lumbini
Restoration Project and the repair of the Mahadevi Temple. The Japan Buddhist Federation put all of
its effort to fulfill these activities because it hopes to inspire people around the world to venerate this
holy place as a symbol of the universal aspiration for peace. The outcome of the project has proved
itself a success.

Each of these projects commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the Federation
certainly gave us a good opportunity to strengthen our unity and cooperation now and in the future

for the best of our Buddhist communities and for sustainable peace and happiness of the entire world.

May the sacred power of the Triple Gem bring the Japan Buddhist Federation all the success and

prosperity in the Dhamma.

Phan Wannamethee
President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists

Bangkok, Thailand

R - PE 6
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