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Congratulatory Message from

H.E. Phan Wannamethee

President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists

on the 45t General Conference of

Japan Buddhist Federation

Shimane Civic Center, Matsue, Shimane Prefecture
October 2, 2021
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On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhists (The WFB), its sub-organizations - the World
Fellowship of Buddhist Youth (WFEBY), the World Buddhist University (WBU), all Regional Centres and
its networking organization, [ would like to convey my sincere congratulations to the Most Venerable
Kojun Ohtani, President of the Japan Buddhist Federation (]BF), Reverend Zenkei Shimizutani, President
of Shimane Buddhist Association for hosting the 45'" General Conference of |BF in Matsue City, Shimane
Prefecture.

The world is more and more interconnected but it does not mean that individuals and societies
really live together. Today there is more information, technology and knowledge available than ever
before, but adequate wisdom is still needed to prevent conflicts and to make it possible for all to
peacefully live in harmony. In our increasing diverse societies, it is essential to ensure harmonious
interaction among people and groups with plural, varied and dynamic culture identities as well as
willingness to live together. Therefore, intercultural understanding is an essential part of living with
others in the diverse world. Culture is a total way of life and is so inextricably woven into our identity
and who we are. Communicating and establishing relationships with people from different cultures can
lead to lots of benefits, including healthier communities, and reduced conflict. Intercultural dialogue is
to foster respect and openness and provide chances for people with the means to engage with each other
that flourish into peaceful coexistence. Inour era of global interconnectedness, the assertion of cultural
identity can only be envisioned on the basis of mutual respect and the acceptance of diversity.

I hope that the theme of this General Conference "Intercultural Understanding and Coexistence
- Training Buddhist Minds" which will be discussed and shared perspective at this General Conference
will enable the fruitful outcome for all of us to adopt it into our way of living.

The excellent relationship of |BF and The WFE throughout the times on several activities,
especially humanitarian assistance during normal time or difficult time like nowadays, |BF always
genuinely commit to assist people in distress. We are highly commendable for steadfast of JBF in this
regard.

On this special occasion, [ wish every success in your participation in this 45t General
Conference of Japan Buddhist Federation.

May the grace of the Holy Triple Gem and by the blessing of Dhamma be endowed all of you

with health and happiness in life.
! THae
T (Lo

e
Phan Wannamethee
The World Fellowship of Buddhists
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