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Message from H.E. Phan Wannamethee
President of The World Fellowship of Buddhists
Osaka Earthquake 18 June B.E. 2561 (2018)
to the Japan Buddhist Federation,

All Japan Young Buddhist Federation,

and Entire Buddhist Denominations in Japan
O TARAGASET

The magnitude 6.1 earthquake struck Osaka including Kyoto on morning of 18
June B.E. 2561 (2018) at the depth about 13 kilometres (8 miles) with the strongest shaking
in its north area. The quake rattled one of Japan industrial heartlands, large parts of
western Japan, halting trains and factories across the region including damaged
nationally cultural assets in Kyoto and Nara prefectures neighbouring Osaka. At least 4
people were dead and 336 people have been injured across multiple prefectures in
western Japan. The officials in neighbouring Fukui Prefecture informed that no problems
have been found at nuclear reactors. It was the strongest shaking registered in Osaka
under records which date back to B.E. 2466 (1923). As the quake was occurred inland,
there was no sign of a tsunami. However, people are warned of further seismic activity
in the next week or so.

The unprecedented earthquake happened in Osaka, Japan reminds us that we are
all vulnerable human-being. It is impossible not to be distressed to witness the
destruction and the loss of life.

Our deepest concern and sympathy are unreservedly extended to the families who
have lost loved ones, and to the injured. We wish that they will recover very soon. In
times of immense crisis and human distress, please know that the sorrow of our Japanese
fellow is shared in the saddest of contemplation by all members of The WFB, Regional
Centres and networking organizations.

On behalf of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, please accept our most sincere
condolences to all losses of life.

May the lost ones attain the Bliss of Nibbana.
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